
More (Not Less) Pollution: HSR threatens to be 
the biggest polluter in California history during the time 
it is being constructed. It will take at least a generation 
to recover to where we are today. With likely ridership 
well below the Authority’s unrealistic projections, that 
could turn into forever. 

Blended System Violates Prop. 1A: The blended 
system requires HSR to share tracks with other train 
systems. Without adding two dedicated tracks for HSR 
trains, the Caltrain route cannot accommodate the num-

ber of HSR trains required to produce the revenue 
needed to avoid an operating subsidy.  For this and many
other reasons, the blended system flatly violates Prop. 1A. 

Looming Financial Disaster: In Prop. 1A 
“California voters clearly intended to place the  (HSR)
Authority in a financial straitjacket” to ensure the 
financial viability of the project and to minimize its 
financial risk. In many people’s opinion, The Authority 
continues to evade and avoid these requirements. 

Wouldn’t the many billions of tax dollars 
being spent on HSR be better spent on 
major investments in water projects or higher 
education?  Aren’t these urgent needs a higher 
priority for the state? 

High Speed Rail is still     
   on its way to the 
  Peninsula ...

... and it still brings
a trainload of impacts
and problems.

Unaffordable, Ever-Rising Costs: In 2008 when 
Prop. 1A was before the voters, the estimated cost was 
$33 billion.   In 2011, HSR projected the cost to be $99 
billion and it dropped to $68 billion in 2012 when the 
public balked at the cost.   Some experts have projected 
that the project could cost Californians a shocking $250 
billion!  

Inadequate Funding: The first segment the Rail 
Authority chose to build is from Madera to San Fernando 
Valley, conservatively estimated to cost  $31 billion.  Prop. 
1A requires that full funding for this segment be available 
or assured before ay bond funds can be used 
to construct it. Only $6 billion dollars was 
appropriated by the Legislature including $2.7 
in bond funds.  However the Prop. 1A 
funds are inaccessible since the Authority lacks 
funding for the complete segment.  No private 
investor has stepped up, nor will the,federal 
government award more grants to the 
California project.

Critical Routing Problems: In 
the very first segment  there is no viable
route across the Tehachapi mountains 
that connects the Central Valley to 
Southern California. HSR’s present 
plan calls for its trains to travel down 
the Tehachapi’s  at a speed of 220 mph!  
HSR’s own consultants and engineers 
released a report saying the mountain 
is too steep to safely descend at planned 
high-speeds.  HSR has been silent for 
two years as to how solve this huge problem. 
Unsolved, there is no High-Speed Rail Project.

Inability to Meet Travel Time Requirement:  With 
promised slowdowns through cities and the  unsolvable 
Tehachapi problem, it makes it virtually impossible for 
HSR to have its trains travel from San Francisco to Los 
Angeles in 2 hours and 40 minutes or less, as required 
by Prop. 1A.
 
Needed Operating Subsidy Prohibited: Foreign 
governments heavily subsidize virtually all HSR systems. 
California law forbids it. California will have higher costs 
to construct and operate the system. It also lacks the 
ridership to produce the required revenue. As Professor 
William Ibbs, from UC Berkeley Engineering Division 
testified at a Senate hearing: If this project is built, the 
operation and maintenance “will eat our grandchildren’s 
wallets alive.” 

communitycoalition
on high speed rail

The Community Coalition on High Speed Rail is a grassroots, non-profit corpor-
ation, based on the San Francisco Peninsula, that is working through public advocacy, 
litigation, and political action to make sure the proposed California High Speed Rail 
project doesn’t adversely  affect the economy, environment, or quality of life of California’s 
existing communities.  For more information, visit: www.cc-hsr.org.  You may contact 
CC-HSR by mail at 2995 Woodside Road #400-362, Woodside, CA 94062
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